
July/August 2014
Tammuz/Av/Elul 5774

Upcoming
Events:

August 4-5 
Tisha B’av

~~~~
September 5
Open House

~~~~
Weekly Mishnah

Study 
with the Rabbi

 From Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits

Dear Friends,

I hope this letter finds you well, as many of us – myself included – anticipate an
upcoming vacation, a respite from the busy pace of our urban lives.   As much as I love summer
vacation, while I am away, I always miss my careful review of the weekly Torah portions in
preparation for my sermons and classes.  And so, this year, encouraged by one of our
congregants, I decided to look ahead at the final two portion of Numbers which will be read while
I am away in July.

These two parshiot, Matot and Masei, tell the story of the concluding months spent by
our ancestors in the Sinai wilderness as they began to prepare for the conquest of Canaan.   The
Torah reviews our passage through the desert and all the places we rested; it then goes on to
describe the borders of our country to be, and the division of the Land for each tribe.    Before
these final matters can be tackled, Moses is approached by the leadership of the tribes of Reuben
and Gad, who have a seemingly innocuous request to make, one which they tender in the most
polite language.   May we remain upon the East Bank of the Jordan River, rather than accepting a
land grant in Canaan?   Upon hearing this request, Moses bitterly harangues Gad and Reubens’
leadership for eight verses, before finally agreeing to their request on the condition that they will
assist their brethren in the conquest of the Land of Israel, even if they themselves will not be
settling there.
 

Via a close reading of that extended passage, the classical Midrash, Bemidbar Rabbah
offers a remarkably clear explanation for Moses’ frustration with these tribes.   The midrash notes
the words of the tribes in verse 16, when they declare, “We will build here
sheepfolds for our flocks and towns for our children,” compared to Moses’
response in verse 24, where the order is reversed, “Build towns for your
children and sheepfolds for your flocks.”  According to the Midrash, this
reversed order shows what Gad and Reuben had wrong here, and why
Moses was so angry with them.  Gad and Reuben were prioritizing their
flocks – their material wealth – over the needs of their children.   The
request to live in one place versus another was not inherently problematic,
but their motivation was completely off.  Property must not be prioritized
over people.                                   (Continued on the next page)
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LUNCH & LEARN
with the Rabbi
Parashah Class

Wednesdays - 12:30 to 1:30pm
Final Class of the Season

July 2nd 

Bring your own Kosher/Vegetarian Lunch 
Followed by Minchah

Mishnah Study Group

Join the Rabbi every
Thursday Morning 

for a 
Mishnah Study Group

following the 
8am morning minyan

July 3,10 & 31

August 7 & 14

Coffee & Light Breakfast Served

As we enter vacation season, we must acknowledge just how important this time is.
Vacations give us the opportunity to break from our ordinary routine and spend time taking care
of ourselves, and our loved ones.   Vacations allow us the mental – and perhaps physical – space
to think about what is really important in our lives.   Is acquiring more things our greatest priority,
or should we be pursuing the acquisition of wisdom and love?    Do I want to spend more time at
work – we may ask ourselves during this breather – or with those I love?    Whether you’ll be
leaving New York City over the coming weeks, or simply enjoying the quiet of Manhattan in July
and August, I hope and pray that the months ahead will give you the opportunity to reflect upon
life’s priorities.  I pray that I will have that opportunity to truly reflect as well.

With blessing for health, happiness… and rest for our minds and souls,
Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits
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High Holidays

Rosh Hoshanah - September 25th  & 26th
Yom Kippur - October 4th 

Membership and seat reservation forms are being
sent out.  Please return as soon as possible for the
best seat selection.

Book of Remembrance
 

Please consider honoring the
memory of your deceased

loved ones in our 
Book of Remembrance.

The dead line is 
August 29, 2014

Forms will be in the mail
shortly.

Tisha B’Av
Or Olam will be commemorating the fast of Tisha B’Av together with our
fellow East Side congregations.

Monday, August 4, 2014 
We will be marking the onset of the fast, through study, song, and the traditional chanting
of the Book of Lamentations with Temple Shaaray Tefila.  This year’s service will be held
at Shaaray Tefila 250 East 79th Street at 8:00pm.

Tuesday, August 5, 2014 
We will hold a special, mid-day Minchah service with the Sutton Place Synagogue.  The
service will include a short study session led by Rabbis Ain and Pelcovits, and will include
Torah and Haftorah reading.  The Service will begin at 1:30pm and will be held at Sutton
Place Synagogue 225 East 51st Street.

***Please note, morning services on Tisha B’Av will be held – as usual -- at our synagogue at 8:00am.  Tallit and
Tefilin are not worn until Minchah on Tisha B’Av***
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Open House
September 5, 2014

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Please join us – and bring along your friends and neighbors too – for a very special
open house Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday night, September 5th, at 6pm.
Hazzan Bonnie Streigold and Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits will be joined on the bimah
by our friend, Russell Fischer, one of the star voices of the hit Broadway musical,
Jersey Boys.   
Services will be followed by a celebratory Oneg Shabbat/Buffet Dinner.

Special Kiddushim

July 5
Kiddush & Flowers will be sponsored by

Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner in loving memory
of Seymour’s father, William Krasner

July 12
Kiddush & Flowers will be sponsored by

Karen Dine in loving memory of her mother, Esther Dine

August 23rd 
Kiddush & Flowers will be

sponsored by Henny Weiss in celebration of her 75th Birthday.

Volunteers Needed!!!

On Sunday, August 3rd Or Olam will have a table at the street fair on Lexington
Avenue. We are looking for fellow congregants who can volunteer some time to

represent our shul to the neighborhood.  
If you would like to assist us, please call the office.
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           President’s Message   
      July begins joyously with the celebration of American independence and the 

 founding of our republic.  In contrast, during three weeks bridging the 
 corresponding Hebrew month Tammuz with Av (July 28), we commemorate a

number of tragic events in the history of the Jewish people—the Babylonian breaching of the
Temple walls on the 17th of Tammuz, and the destruction of the first and second Temples on
the 9th of Av (August 4th and 5th), marking the loss of freedom for Jews, and ultimately their
exile.  The summer months also begin our synagogue’s preparation for the High Holy Days.

Forms for membership and the Book of Remembrance will be mailed in July. I would
appreciate it very much if you would return them promptly.  

Satisfying your spiritual needs is always of paramount importance.  Our Board of Trustees also
recognizes the need to safeguard and enhance the appearance of the physical space in which we
meet for prayer and learning.  At the meeting of May 19, 2014, it endorsed a series of
improvements of the main sanctuary.  We will be executing them throughout the summer and
the following year. 

Some of the building repairs will be covered by reserve funds and normal revenues, but we will
need more funding for others. 

I hope that those of you who can afford to contribute will do so.

As Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman recently noted, “Jews believe the universe is inherently charged
with affirmation--the quality of ‘Yes.’” In Hebrew “Ken” may also mean “we agree to do so.”
I, too, am optimistic and hope that you’ll give us a resounding “ken.”
 
Enjoy your summer in good health.  I look forward to seeing you at our synagogue.

Happy July 4th!
Barbara
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Or Olam saluted
         Jerry Manber

On the 70th Anniversary of
D Day, June 6, 1944

Kiddush & Flowers
sponsored by
David & Karin Goss

Our election of Trustees and Officers was held at the Annual Meeting on May 19, 2014, with
the following results:  

New Board members: Robert Cooperman, Juliana Reno
Reelection of existing members: Audrey Cohen, Sandra Koppell, Peter Levine, 

          David Reitner
                The following officers were elected by the membership:                            
                          President - Barbara Gerber-Krasner
                            Vice Presidents - David Reitner
                                                            Arlene Flohr
                            Treasurer -  David Sokol
                            Secretary - Richard Kaufman
The Board of Trustees at their meeting, following the Annual Meeting, re-elected Marshal
Salant as Chairman of the Board.

Mazel Tov 
to 

Jack Shapiro 
on his Bar Mitzvah
      May 17, 2014

Jack with Larry, Sam & Sandra Shapiro
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TODAH RABBAH 
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
GENERAL FUND
Edith Claman, in honor of Sandy Koppell’s birthday
Steven Dines, in appreciation of honor extended to him
Jody Feldman, in thanks for welcoming me to your minyan during my visit
Arlene Flohr, in honor of Sandy Koppell’s birthday 
Arlene Flohr, in honor of Jerry Manber on the 70th Anniversary of D Day 
Paul & Diane Gallant, Refuah Shlemah for Rabbi Carney Rose
Harvey & Carol Goldenberg, in honor of the 85th Birthday of Seymour Krasner
Joseph & Linda Goldstein, in honor of Bob Cooperman becoming a member of the Board of Trustees
Marc Guss
Harvey & Ellen Katz, in honor of Seymour Krasner’s 85th Birthday
Marcia Kerr & Michael Cherbini
Sue Press & Ben Fox, in honor of Sandy Koppell’s birthday
David Reitner, in honor of Dr. Florence Kavaler receiving Honorary Doctorate from SUNY
David Reitner, in memory of Edythe Horowitz, mother-in-law of Michael Epstein
Sandra & Larry Shapiro, in honor of Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits
Sandra & Larry Shapiro, in honor of Hazzan Bonnie Streigold
Yacha Sutton, in thanks for an Aliyah
Barbara Title, in honor of Sandy Koppell’s Birthday 

YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS
Judith Bach, in loving memory of Morris Bach
Judith Bach, in loving memory of Seymour Bach
Philip Bauman, in loving memory of Sidney Bauman
Martin Begun, in loving memory of Arthur Rosenbaum
Bernita Benson, in loving memory of Ruth Kramer
Richard Berke, in loving memory of Claire Berke
Shiela Braunstein, in loving memory of Frieda Goldklang
Isaac Cavaliero, in loving memory of Jeanine Cavaliero
Herbert Chaves, in loving memory of Mark Chaves
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Irving Claman
Stephen Cooperman, in loving memory of Jack Cooperman
David Cummins, in loving memory of Irv Cummins
Florence Diller, in loving memory of Gerhard Graupe
Robert Drillings, in loving memory of Irving Drillings
Honey Drucker, in loving memory of Lillian Bornstein
Bernice Dubois, in loving memory of Henry Shaaker
Ira Epstein, in loving memory of Jack Epstein
Arlene Fein, in loving memory of Harvey Paticoff
Stanley Fein, in loving memory of Lillian Fein
Rita Friedman, in loving memory of Helen Friedman
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Charles Gerson
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Rose Gerson
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Dan Rosenberg
Barbara Goldberg, in loving memory of Marc Schmittke
Heiman Gross, in loving memory of Jacob Gross
James Heft, in loving memory of Edwin Heft
Irwin Iroff, in loving memory of Philip Iroff
Ellen Katz, in loving memory of Gerry Schneider
Marcia Kerr, in loving memory of Steve Brian Kerr
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TODAH RABBAH 
YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS (continued)
Stephen Kopitko, in loving memory of Sally Kopitko
Rochelle Kornreich, in loving memory of Abraham Turetsky 
Elyse Lacher, in loving memory of Emanuel Lacher
Elyse Lacher, in loving memory of Phyllis Lacher
Judith Lewent, in loving memory of Rose Marie Lewent
Peter Lichtenthal, in loving memor of Rhoda Lichtenthal
Peter Lichtenthal, in loving memor of Lawrence Lichtenthal
Jerry Manber, in loving memory of Jill Manber
Evelyn Morgenstern, in loving memory of Rita Sperling
Charles Moscovitz, in loving memory of Harry Moscovitz
Charles Moscovitz, in loving memory of Raye Moscovitz
Steve Orlikoff, in loving memory of Doris Orlikoff
Sandra Ortner, in loving memory of Hilda Goodman
Glenn Ostrager, in loving memory of Murray Ostrager
Florence Packman, in loving memory of Abe Rosenbluth
Josie Press, in loving memory of Randi Jayne Press
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of Gussie White
Judith Rosenthal, in loving memory of Irvin Rosenthal
Michael Rubenstein, in loving memory of Arthur Rubenstein
Edward Sandler, in loving memory of Shirley Sandler
Edward Sandler, in loving memory of Stuart Rosenthal
Fara Satin, in loving memory of Irwin Thall
Fara Satin, in loving memory of Steven Thall
Monroe Schulder, in loving memory of Ephraim Karpel
Joan Segal, in loving memory of Glenn Plotsker
Judith Sharken, in loving memory of Paul Gilbert
Judith Sharken, in loving memory of Abraham Livner
Judith Sharken, in loving memory of Minnie Livner
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Solomon Frechtman
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Eugene Kalisch
Nasser Victory, in loving memory of Iran Victory
Lois Wagner, in loving memory of Fay Wagner
Nora Willis, in loving memory of Deral Willis
Audrey Woolrich, in loving memory of Rachel Woolrich

In Memory of Mike Claman
Arnold & Harriet Gussin

FLOWER FUND
Kirstin & David Bank, to celebrate the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Zoe
Joyce Costi, in loving memory of Maurice Costi
Karen Dine, in loving memory of her mother, Esther Dine
David & Karin Goss, in honor of Jerry Manber on the 70th Anniversary of D-Day
Barbara Gerber-Krasner& Seymour Krasner, in loving memory of Seymour’s father, William
David Reitner, in loving memory of his father, Gerald Reitner
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KIDDUSH FUND
Karen Dine, in loving memory of her mother, Esther Dine
David & Karin Goss, in honor of Jerry Manber on the 70th Anniversary of D-Day
Kirstin & David Bank, to celebrate the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Zoe 
Natalie Katz
Barbara Gerber-Krasner& Seymour Krasner, in loving memory of Seymour’s father,
William
David Reitner, in loving memory of his father, Gerald Reitner
Women’s League of Or Olam

TREE OF LIFE
Audrey & Burt Citak, in honor of Sandy Koppell’s 80th Birthday
Marilyn & Hy Gross, in honor of Sandy Koppell’s 80th Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Sandy Koppell’s 80th Birthday

PROGRAM FUND
Arnold & Harriet Gussin, in honor of Dr. Florence Kavaler receiving Doctor of Science, 

honoris causa, granted by SUNY Downstate Medical Center
Barbara Gerber-Krasner& Seymour Krasner, in honor of Rabbi Pelcovits’ teaching
Barbara Gerber-Krasner& Seymour Krasner, in honor of Jerry Politzer’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner& Seymour Krasner, in honor of Florence Kavaler receiving an 

honorary degree from SUNY
Barbara Gerber-Krasner& Seymour Krasner, in honor of Jerry Manber

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Barbara Gerber-Krasner& Seymour Krasner, for a refuah Shlemah
Arnold & Harriet Gussin, in honor of Sandy Koppell’s 80th Birthday
Geoffrey Skolnik, in loving memory of Sol Orlov

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Dr. Florence Kavaler

YIZKOR
Stanley Fein
Brenda & Bert Fine
Barbara Gerber-Krasner 
Norma Ginsberg
Eliot & Randi Goldberg
Sheldon & Doris Klein
Seymour Krasner & Barbara Gerber-Krasner
Robert & Janice Manheimer
Murray Rehner
Rachel Resnick
David Teyf
David & Ina Weisz In Memoriam

Sidney Malkin
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Women’s League Corner -
      This week we will be celebrating the birth of our country.  As American Jews we 
are especially grateful for the home we have found here.  At no time in our history have 
we had the sustained freedom of worship we have in the USA.  We owe a debt of 
gratitude to this country as we join with our fellow citizens in celebrating July 4. As you enjoy the
holiday may it be a reflection of the gift America has been to the Jewish community and the world. 

      This summer our book group will be meeting on Thursday, August 21.  We will be reading the
book Little Failure by Gary Shteyngart. This is a memoir sharing the story of his American immigrant
family, moving back and forth through time and memory.  The result is a resonant story of family and
belonging that feels epic and intimate and distinctly his own.  This book has been critically acclaimed
as his best book yet.  Start reading now so you can be ready to join in our discussion.  Contact me at
safta18@aol.com or 212-758-7445 if you plan to attend. 

      We have a unique opportunity to be at the United Nations, just a short walk from our Synagogue
for the 65th Annual United Nations Department of Public Information/Non Governmental Observers
(UN DPI/NGO) Conference;  “2015 and Beyond: Our Action Agenda.” The theme will be: The role of
civil society in the post-2015 development agenda. The conference will be at the UN August 27, 28 &
29, 2014. As the UN NGO representative for Women's League, and as part of the planning committee
for this Major World Conference at the United Nations, I invite you all to volunteer and/or participate.
The conference will enable you to meet people from all over the world as we advocate for Israel and
the Jewish People.  

      If you want to attend the conference I will help you register.  We are expecting over 2,000 from
around the entire world. This is really a unique opportunity in our backyard.

      Volunteers are needed.  This is the portion of the conference that is my responsibility.  If you
can spare some time to welcome and direct participants through the halls of the UN please call me for
the details.  Note-takers for various events are also needed.  You must be available for training on
either August 12th or August 19th at 11am at the UN.  
        As you can see, this will be a busy summer for me.  May you have a wonderful summer which
you can enjoy in good health.  Thanks to all who have made my job so gratifying this past year.  I look
forward to increased membership for the coming year and your help to make the coming year our best
yet.
     I thank Ellen and Harvey Katz for their donation to Women’s League in honor of my 80th birthday.

B’Shalom,
  Sandy Koppell

Attention Book Lovers
Thursday,  August 21, 2014:   Little Failure, by Gary Shteyngart

Monday, October 20, 2014: Between Friends, by Amos Oz
Thursday, December 11, 2014: TBA

We welcome all members of our congregation to join in our book discussions.  For more
information contact Sandy Koppell, safta18@aol.com or 212-758-7445.
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Or Olam - The East 55th Street Synagogue
Founded October 30, 1906 

as Chevra B’nai Leive

Clergy and Officers
Ephraim Pelcovits Rabbi
Bonnie Streigold Hazzan
Sherry Fyman Baalat Korei
Barbara Gerber-Krasner President
David Reitner Vice-President
Arlene Flohr Vice-President
David Sokol Treasurer
Richard Kaufman Secretary

SHABBATOT for August

August 1-2 Devarim
Candlelighting:  7:54p.m.     
Torah:  Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22
Haftarah: Isaiah 1:1-27

August 8-9 Va’et-hannan
Candlelighting: 7:46 p.m.     
Torah:  Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11
Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3

August 15-16 Ekev
Candlelighting:  7:37 p.m.     
Torah:  Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25
Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3

August 22-23 Re’eh
Candlelighting: 7:27 p.m.     
Torah:  Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:11-55:5

August 29-30 Shofetim 
Candlelighting: 7:16 p.m.     
Torah:  Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9
Haftarah: Isaiah 51`:12-52:12

SHABBAT AND DAILY SERVICE TIMES
SHABBAT SERVICE TIMES
Kabbalat Shabbat                     6:00 p.m.
Morning Service                       9:30 a.m.
WEEKDAY SERVICES
Morning Service (Monday-Friday)   8:00 a.m.
Please note:
July 4th - Morning Service at 9:00am

SHABBATOT for July

July 4-5 Balak
Candlelighting:  8:13 p.m.     
Torah:  Numbers 22:2-25:9
Haftarah: Micah 5:6-6:8

July 11-12 Pinehas
Candlelighting:  8:11 p.m.     
Torah:  Numbers 25:10-30:1
Haftorah: I Kings 18:46-19:21

July 18-19 Mattot
Candlelighting: 8:07 p.m.     
Torah:  Numbers 30:2-32:42
Haftarah: Jeremiah 1:2-2:3

July 25-26 Mas’ey
Candlelighting: 8:01p.m.     
Torah:  Numbers 33:1-36:13
Haftarah: Jeremiah 2:4-28; 3:4

OR OLAM 
THE EAST 55TH STREET SYNAGOGUE

308 East 55th Street • New York, NY  10022 •
212-752-1200

office@east55.org      www.east55.org
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